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tited States do

ot have as leap vears as in

ussia. There there is a leap year

every fourth year, while in the

United States there is no leap

year

"World Daily Magazine, Friday,

The Million-Dollar Kid.

By R. W, Taylor.
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n even centuries, except every
fourth century. Thus 1900 was a| |

leap year in Russia but not in the
United States, although 2,000 will |
be a leap year in both the United States and Russia. This difference is
because the Russians stick to the old calendar which Julius Caesar in- |
vented B. C. 46, while Western Europe and the United States keep time
eccording to the amendments of the Julian calendar made by Pope Greg-
ory XIII.

The earliest known calendar made the month of the same durati«m!
#s the rotation of the moon. The Egyptians, computing the period of |
the earth’s revolutions around the sun from the planets, found that iri
did not concur with the lunar revolutions and allowed supplementary |
days every year which belonged to no month in order to equalize the |
earth’s and moon’s revolutions. The ol
ancient Hebrews accomplished the
same thing by having an extra
month every cycle. The Greeks in
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TEDPY BEAR!

HEY ! | WANT To LOOK
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the sixth century B. C. undertook
to equalize the lunar months by
having seven months of twenty-nine
days and other months of thirty
days.

Julius Ceasar made the calen-
dar more even than any of the
former methods by calling the
length of the year 365%4 days,
dividing them into twelve months and adding the quarter day every
fourth year to the shortest month. .

In reality the year instead of being exactly 365 days and 6 hours, is I
365 days, 5 hours, 48 minutes and 46 seconds.

This shortage of 11 minutes and 14 seconds accumulated in sixteen
centuries totendays, and Pope Gregory X)iI.in 1342 dropped ten days, |
making the 5th of October be the 15th, and in order to prevent a recur-
rence of the error in the Julian calendar he provided that at the beginning |
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This is the history of the leap year, which shows how February has
twenty-nine days some vears and twenty-ei !

1 aavs aothér years.
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of three centuries out of four the leap year should be omitted. ’
l

Ever Been to East Mélaﬁa and Atfendéd a Sféblé Fire There?

The One Mrs. Jarr Was At Was Recherche and a Social Success.

By Roy L. McCardell,

k“‘ 3 5:77“{ } e :
The of 1908 is particularly remarkable for having
Saturdays. Since in 'mployments wages

\

L i
tic wrill "a 2 vara Fa
his will be one of the rare Fel

leap vear five

most

1 has five pay days. Ordi-

narily February cannot have ecause it has onlv twenty-

eight days.

Since the umber of weeks, being one

day more than fifty-two weeks, the same day of the month does not fall |
on the same day of the week two successive vears. Thus only once in |

seven leap years are there five Saturd
This financial phenomenon is s

again |'

'u'.fi‘:'f] \‘1” not occur
for twenty-eight vears.
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on Saturday | Tt

“Well

Mr. Jarr sald
““And it's

et ot

| g0 out an

h?! MeCorqgers

ou all
You know, of course, they have mo girl?"”
ha didn’t know
bellaf she never has a girl; girls simply won't st

1

thwn

she

were

agreed

for him Mrs, Giddings sald he hadn't come home. Then we went

“I
1d
the. badolot

T

ta

w

for breakfa:
tias peen away from her little family
she turned to Mr
you promised?"’ |

with

I went o

to he photagray

en

CERTAINLY am glad to get home!' said Mra. Jarr

around to the tire.

Some of the firemen were in evening dress,

| had been a firaman's ball that night. And oh, !t was a terrible long time before

|

enthusiastically, as she kissed the children all around
and asked the servant how they had been and if they

ken

hat t

hildren and
old lady,"

1 don't llke t

thedr cougn medlicine,
the night and had

ome early,
“Certainly I did,
varly but I stayed {n after supper and read stories to the |
helped put them to bed.
‘‘don't you go away and leave us agaln, i
nig home-without-a-mother thing!"
you Know for how long I have promised Clara Giddings that T would
) v dayv
hopping and met me and wou.dn't take ‘no' for an answer,‘
th her to East Malaria to spend the night. |

he added,

aer at

ed

s off in
had had for supper a

Jarr anc

as

30

said Mr. Jarr.

Fast Malaria?' sa!

:thurhan sald Mrs. Jarr. “But, oh, dear me, I had such a fright!
here was i adful fire, right near Clara Glddings's, and her husband, who i{s a
x po in 1t there and ped to turn the rascals out, belongs to the fire
yMpit

“I suppose he ran gallantly to figcht the flames?" sald Mr. Jarr,

o1t was only dense smoke a becrause It was a stablea and the hay |
mouldered, but {t was a big stable” sald Mrs. Jarr, as if that was an extenua-

Ay di] Charley Giddings go to the fire?" asked Mr, Jarr

N in't,” said Mrs Jarr, “bhecause + had taken his red shirt and

n, and sa he

and !¢

R e et oy | !
1d all the other things a mother asks when |blaze and then the fire company gave its college cry.”

asked Mr., Jarr.

hid upstairs and

nad Kicked |
been good |
1ad they had |

they

<

nd what

for a night. |
1 said: “And did4 youi

T not only came home |

{

But I tell you what, |

1

d Mrs, Jarr, ‘“‘so when

¥ !n those

when the chief

— Whén Bill T hinAk.lj.vxit comes H(—)—ﬁ_\

the fire engines came.,”

“What was the matter?’ asked Mr. Jarr.
“Well, the regular man wasn’t there, and when tlie man whose stable was on

fire telephoned the engine house, the man sald

he couldn’t hitech up the horses

without the chief's order and the chlef was at the firemen's ball.”
‘*‘But the engine got there?'' sald Mr. Jarr,

‘“‘After a while,"” sald

Mrs. Jarr.

‘“Then they found the hydrant was frozcn.

And after they got it thawed the hose burst. Finlly they got a stream on the

“What?"'

“Why, they put down the hose and yelled:

‘‘Deluge!
Fire!

Ho!

Hero!

Deluge!
Fire!

Ho! Ho!

Hero!

No. 1!

Oh, what fun!
And Haw!
Raw! Raw! Raw!"

Haw! Haw!

“It must have been inspiring,'” satd Mr. Jarr,

“Oh, it was!'® sald Mrs, Jarr
that has a lovely college yell, too, Mrs. Glddings says,”

‘““There !s another fire company 'n East Malaria

sald Mrs. Jarr, ‘“but it

wouldn't take part in this fire because Ileluge No. 1 saw it firstt And I had a
talk with the chiaf, too,"” sald Mrs, Jarr proudly.

“TWhat d4!d he say?”
*‘He sald the

Deluge

asked Mr. Jarr.
Flre Company

would have a

lot of money In the

treasury because so many members wouldn’t leave the ball when they heard it
was only a stable on fire, and they could all be fined a quarter aplece."
“Discipline must be maintained,” said Mr. Jarr with a grin.

“Yes, but they

m!ssed something,” sald Mrs

stable burned gave the firemen clgars and whiskey and coffee and sandwiches,

and they all agreed

and the loss was not on

all had enjoyed it greatly
“11d they put it out?" askeq Mr. Jarr,
*They nearly had !t out,”

that even If it was only a stable, It was a big, fine stable

v large, but, as a fire, it was a blg soclal success and

sald Mrs

Jarr, “when the chief seized a beautify)

red axe with a blue ribbon on it and broke in the windows; that gave tha fire
alr, and nothing could stap {t, so the firemen all gave their college yell again and
moved the hosa cart away because it was getting scorched."

‘‘Ah, for real enjoyment, who would dwell In town?" sald Mr. Jarr.

e at Night. < By F. G. Long.
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No. 55, —=sPANtSH WAR—Part 141.—1'he Blockade.
DMIRAL SAMPSON on April 1858, had been sent to blockade
Cuban ports. Admiral Cervera on April 29 started for Cuba from
Cape Verde with four armored cruisers and three torpedo-boat
| destroyers. Sampson, receiving word of the approach, was on the lookout
|for the Spanish squadron, hoping to meet and give battle to Cervera the
moment the latter should appear.

Then series of misadventures. The oncoming Spaniards
were as difficult to locate as the proverbial needle in a haystack. in
Napoleonic days, Lord Nelson had cruised for nearly two years in vain
search for the French fleet. That long hunt now threatened to be duplicated.
! The ocean was large, the oncoming fleet covered an infinitely small portion
of it, the conflicting rumors of the Spaniards’ whereabouts were innumerable,
All that was certainly known was that Cervera was bound westward, and
| that he would probably touch at some point in the West Indies, “Calam-
| ity howlers™ all over the country even went so far as to predict he might
appear off New York and bombard the American metropolis.

With ten vessels of his fleet (ranging from collier)
Sampson sailed eastward along the Cuban coast to intercept Cervera,
| With an idea that the Spanish fiotilla would make first for San Juan har-
| bor, Samipson started thither on May 8 Accidents delayved him, and he did
| not reach the place until May 12. He found no trace of Cervera, so pro-
ceaded to bombard the San Juan forts. The Spanish batteries replied, and
ifor three hours the battle waged. .No great damage was done on either
| side. Eight Spaniards were killed and twenty wounded: one American
| was killed and four wero
|
|

o9

-

followed a

[ battleship to

wounded. The town of San Juan was wild

with fear at the Yankee assault, and the fort

& ;, commander was entreated to surrender. Accord-
! ing to Spanish officers who were present, had
The Bombarding the bombardment continued a li'!h[- longer the

of San Juan. forts would have capitulated and the place have

© ~— o been turned over to Sampson. Not knowing

this, the admiral without further

steamed away
pressing his advantage,

On the preceding day two sharp fights had occurred, one at Cardenas,
the other at Cienfuegos. A few United States ships blockaded the former
town. Three Spanish gunboats were in i's shallow harbor. The Amer-
icans attacked them. The t rpedo boat Winslow, carrying three one-pounder
guns, led the assault, Instantly she became the target for shore batteries
land gunboats ¢like. With cngines, boilers and steering-geer damaged, the
| Winslow drifted helplessly toward the shore,

. Several of her crew were
; killed, and her commander, Lieut. Bernardou, badly wounded. The revenue
jcutter Hudson pluckily dashed in under galling fire and towed the
stricken torpedo bhoat tq safety

The engagement off Clenfuegos was still more spectacular, Four

I launches, under command of Lleut. Winslow, went, under shadow of gray
dawn, from the blockading ships to cut the submarine cables running from a
point along shore. The warships, by keeping up a constant fire, tried to pro-
tect the launches, while a Spanish force on and near the beach swept the 1t~

[tle expedition with a murderous rifle fusillade. For saveral hours the launch

Tparty worked In a heavy sea under these perilous conditions By that
jtime two of the three cables were cut. The third was considered useless
and left undisturbed. Two men were killed; eleven more, including

! Winslow, were wounded.

On May 15 Sampson learned that Cervera's fleet had been sighted off
Curacao on the 14th bound for San Juan. Had Sampson reached San Juan
| harbor a few days later, Instead of on May 12, he would undoubtedly have
caught the Spanish Admiral there. But learning of San Juan's bombard-
ment the Spaniard changed his course and made straight for the big har-
bor of Santiago de Cuba. Cervera was having a hard time. Many delays,
due to Spanish inefficiency, had hampered his advance. The colllers he
was to have met off the West Indies dld not appear. Short of coal, some
‘nf his ships bodly “fouled” and with strained engines, his seemingly pow-
{erful armament was really !n pitiably bad cond!tion. It was necessary
for him to make port somewhere for rest and repairs. Hence his declsion
to run into Santiago. He reached that harbor on the morning of May 19.
All of which facts were at the time unknown to ‘his American foes,

Sampson's blockading flotilla, meantime, had
been joined by Commodore Schley’s squadron from
Hampton Roads. More almless cruisings, cross-
purposes, manoeuvres of investigation, &c.—and
at length our Government learned definitely the
whereabouts of Cervera's fleet, Sampson hurried
' to Santiago, and on June 1 arrived off the nar-
row mouth of its harbor, ready to bombard the shore forts. A blockade wes
| established. Cervera was safely ‘“bottled” inside the harbor, and must
| either stay there until a United States army could be landed to cut off his
| supplies (leaving the surrounding seas meanwhile wholly under American
control) or else fight his way out.

To prevent his escape (since the presence of submarine mines pre-
| vented Sampson from entering in pursuit) it was planned to sink the dise
abled United States collier Merrimac in the channel leading into the hay,
thus -~hoking the outlet, and making the once dreaded Sprnish fleet as
useless as so much rusty junk, To Naval Constructor Hohson was as-
| signed the duty of preparing and executing this move., Hundreds of volun-
teers begzed to join {n the exploit. But Hobson took along only seven
picked men. Another official delay recalled him from his first attempt to
reach the channel. When, finally, he got under way the tide was so swift
as to drive the Merrimac too far up the channel (under a brisk fire from °
the Spanish batteries) to block the passage of any outgoing warships.
There she sank. Hobson and his little crew ewam free of the wreck and

were made prisoners.

i The sinking of the Merrimac was a sensatlonal, well-planned feat.
That it failed to accomplish its purpose reflects in no way on Sampson's
forethought or on Hobson's skill and undoubted heroism.
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NIXOLA GREELEY-SMITH

o~~~ Writes About
The Marriages of the Old,

| LIVELY widower of eighty and a merry widow ;.
A geventy-four applied for a marriage license in Brook.
&, lyn yesterday.
- Clerks in the License Bureau declared that no happler
or sprightlier couple ha.d been geen around the City Hall sinoe
the opening of the oflice,

Cynics may say that it is hetter to marry too late In
life rather than too early, because one has then less time
fn which to repant.

In my opinion it 18 always wise for old persons to marry
provided they choose some one of thelr own genoration,
simply that they may have some ona 10 take a sympathetio
view of their ideas and oplnlons. Between one generation
and the next there {s a gulf so wide that not even the
liveliest love and sympathy can bridgo 1t.

Parents are shoecked by their children. Children are apt to view what they
consider the old-fashiored ideas of thelr parents with tolerant oontempt. The
only way in which old men and women can find the appréclation and consider-
atlon which they demand, iIncreasingly with every year, is by taking it in ex-
change. The man of eighty and the woman of saventy-fou, establish a perma~
nent bond once one has said to the other: *“What are tha chiliven of to-day come
Ing to? DIid you ever see such shocking manners, such dlstd¥speot?’’ Amd if
they settle down at last to the Ingratitude of their own children they have found
urnlﬁo~|l|£ng to talk ahout for the rest of their llves—the best guarantes of married
happiness that has ever heen found.

A fad in common provides a married couple with at least one topic of per-
ennial interest. Now it cannot be denled that the particular fad of elderly per<
«ons is the discussion of the general mental and moral delinquencies of the next
genaration. 1f an old man marries a young woman, he cannot te]] her how the
world is going to the dogs, for she won't belwave him., She may even be dlsre-
spectful enough to laugh at his pessimistic point of view. Simiiarly the youth-
£41 husband of an elderly bride cannot quite accapt her dismal view of the gen=
cration into which he was born.

But a man and a woman of the same age may safely club thelr loneliness an®
" {heir disillusions together and even grow youthfu'ly joyful in the contemplation

» follies of their descendants
% (,lh;:gmlll:\:n grudge—I had almost sald a common grouch—is as strong a bond
as may be welded between two human beings, And this all bellevers in the good)
old times—that is, nearly all persons born in them—possess,

| e

| Charts for Airships.

ROM the action just taken by the French Aero Cluh it seems that airehips

\s well as the ships that niie on the sea have to have charts aad maps te

point out ohstacles and show a elear path ahead, A serics of maps are now

aing drafted, says Popular Mechanles, and for this purpose a vast number of
documents have boen collected The lirst chiarts w wothe position of teles
raph wires, overhead cahles and nil dangerous obsia which m'ght he stvuel
w a balloon's gulde rope at night. Many overiead Woles conve currents of

20000 volts or more, and contact with such might moean disaster tn

ballocn and
occupants when landing. ’ IS »
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